
A Clean Transportation Standard (CTS) for the Midwest

Biofuels Overview

Biofuel producers pay 
growers premiums for lower 
carbon intensity (CI) grain.

Biofuel producers under the 
CI standard sell credits and 
cleaner fuel to petroleum 
refiners with deficits.

Petroleum refiners with a 
deficit buy credits or cleaner 
fuel from biofuel producers.

Growers sell biofuel 
producers low CI 
grain and document 
production practices.

Benefits for Agriculture and Local Communities

Fuel Retailers
• Able to offer more fuel choices to consumers
• Opportunity to receive incentives for the sale 

of low carbon fuels through voluntary 
participation as a credit generator

Local Communities
• More local jobs
• Access to more fuel choices
• Improved air quality
• Increased tax revenue
• Economic benefits beyond the 

biofuels industry and agriculture 
that benefit local communities

Biofuel Industry
• More jobs
• Increased biofuel blending
• Incentives for investments that lower the 

carbon intensity of biofuel production
• Market preservation

Growers
• Price premium for lower carbon grain
• Increased margins
• Improved resilience to extreme events
• Increased return on investment
• Market preservation

Fuel Consumers
• More fuel choices at the pump
• Lower carbon fuels often available 

at a lower cost
• Increased use of domestically produced 

fuels reduces reliance on imported oil

Learn more: BetterEnergy.org

https://betterenergy.org/
https://betterenergy.org/
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Support for 
adopting new 

practices

Some climate-smart practices 
have the potential to reduce costs

In a Midwestern approach to 
a CTS, farmers will be 

�nancially compensated for 
the adoption of climate smart 

agricultural practices

This will provide immediate 
revenue to cover the upfront costs 

of implementing new practices

As revenue and yields increase, 
and costs decline, the farm can 
become more pro�table

As the CI standard becomes 
more restrictive over time, 

lower carbon feedstocks 
become more valuable

Potential for new 
practices to increase 
yields over time

The farmer can 
implement 

CI-reducing practices 
on their own terms

Participation in CTS programs is voluntary and can give growers 
more tools to manage their operation if they choose to use them.

Growers: Reduce GHG Emissions on Your Own Terms

Use more biofuels 
in farm equipment

Use reduced or 
no till practices

Plant a 
perennial strip

Plant cover crops 

Manage fertilizer and nitrogen  
• Optimized use of fertilizer and 

chemicals per unit of biofuel feedstock 
production

• 4R Nitrogen management (right place, 
right time, right rate, right form)

• Use of nitrogen inhibitors

Use soil amendments 
like manure or biochar

A Clean Transportation Standard (CTS) for the Midwest

Opportunities for Growers

Buy lower 
carbon ammonia

Learn more: BetterEnergy.org

https://betterenergy.org/

